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Excellencies, 

Colleagues, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

I am very pleased to be here today to help kick-off the 
Environmental Commission’s new public education series.  

We hope this new series will help to highlight once more the 
importance of the Environmental Commission altogether which 
is directly linked to the country’s 2030 sustainable development 
vision. 

SDGs and Environment 

- As you know, in 2015 world leaders adopted the Sustainable 
Development Goals which is a collection of 17 global goals and 
a commitment to eradicate poverty, achieve sustainable 
development and to leave no-one behind by 2030 . 

- The adoption of the 2030 Agenda was a landmark 
achievement, providing for a shared global vision towards  
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sustainable development for all. The agenda is universally 
applicable, and takes into account different national realities, 
levels of development, and respects national policies and 
priorities.  

- It is a shared agenda that requires a collective response but 
more importantly relies on countries to develop their own 
pathways to realizing these goals and to strengthen 
governance practice and institutions. 

- The 2030 Agenda balances and integrates the social, 
environmental and economic dimensions, and underlines how 
interconnected these areas are. 

- And it does also reiterate that environmental sustainability as 
a crucial enabling factor in implementing the SDGs and 
ensuring the health of our planet. Which is why 3 of these 
goals are focusing directly on the environment. (Goal 13: 
Climate Action - Goal 14, Life below water - Goal 15: Life on 
land.) 

- In fact, environmental sustainability underlies each of the 17 
goals – from affordable and clean energy, responsible 
consumption to building sustainable communities around the 
world.  

On Trinidad and Tobago 

- Trinidad and Tobago of course translated these goals into its 
own National 2030 Development Vision which (quote) “places 
the Environment at the Centre of Social and Economic 
Development.” 



 

 3 

 
- This acknowledges what many Small Island Developing States 

(SIDS) around the globe have started to realize, that it is of 
increasing importance to find the right balance between 
economic development and growth on one side and the 
environmental needs of a country on the other to remain on a 
sustainable development pathway.  

Tobago & Costal erosion 

- Look at the example of Tobago. Only a few weeks ago the THA 
launched a comprehensive costal monitoring programme to 
observe the development of the Tobago Coast which is in a 
worrisome state.  

- Over the past two decades Tobago has lost almost 23 meters 
of key coastal areas like Pigeon Point. If this trend continues at 
this speed, the effects could be dramatic for Tobago.  

- An island where half of the major towns are accessed via 
coastal roads and 90 per cent of tourist facilities, 90 per 
cent of annual fish production activities and 80 per cent of 
activities related to the energy-based industries are based 
on the coast. 

- And while there are also some natural causes to costal erosion 
such as for example the effects of natural disaster, today, 
erosion takes place more rapidly because of construction 
and farming. This demonstrates that unsustainable 
economic production habits but also the way we pursue 
economics growth through the creation of infrastructural 
development often challenges the development gains made 
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- This is why it is increasingly important for SIDS to pursue 

sustainable economic growth by recognising the inter-linkages 
between the social, economic and environmental challenges 
and to safeguard the countries environmental wealth and 
balance. 

The Commission’s role 

- It is against this backdrop, that institutions such as the 
Environmental Commission here in TT have a key role to play 
in helping to keep the country on a sustainable development 
pathway in its endeavour to achieve the national development 
strategy by 2030.  

- Bodies like the Environmental Commission were created to 
ensure sustainable development, being the balance of 
economic growth with environmentally sound practices. In 
Trinidad and Tobago they do this in tandem with the 
Environmental Management Authority – which is coordinating, 
facilitating and overseeing the execution of national 
environmental strategy and programmes. 

- Together, they are two important pillars the Country created 
to execute and safeguard the national environmental strategy 
and programmes, promoting public awareness for 
environmental concerns, and establishing an effective 
regulatory regime to protect, enhance and conserve the 
environment. 
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- To support the Commission’s work means to support Trinidad 

and Tobago in its 2030 development vision and inherently the 
country in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 

I congratulate the Commission to raising its visibility and thus the 
visibility of environmental concerns in TT through its new 
education series. At the UN we stand ready to work with and 
support the Commission on this path.  

 


